
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

2 October 1944 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

”ill you kindly hand the attached memorandum 
to the President. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

A-U. 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 


SRJiriT 


I believe that you will find of interest the 
following report of conversations which our repre¬ 
sentative, Ur. Bernard Yarrow, had with the King of 
Yugoslavia and with Subasic: 

"On Wednesday September 27, I saw the King. He 
gave me a warm welcome and spent an hour with me 
chatting about the present situation. He told me 
that he regrets to say that his own mother is working 
against him by lending support to some Serbian political 
leaders who are trying to undermine his authority by 
criticizing his conduct and charging him with neglecting 
the Serbian people. He expressed satisfaction about 
the appointment of Ristich, an old Serbian General, as 


Minister of War. He told me further that Winston 
Churchill sent a sizzling telegram to Tito telling him 
in effect that the British Government has sent supplies 
and arms to Tito to fight the enemy and not to fight 
his own people. The King also said that this cable 
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which was of a challenging tone and the sharpest yet 
delivered to Tito was provoked by a certain note sent 
by Tito to Churchill. Two days later this alleged cable 
by Churchill to Tito was confirmed by Subasic independ¬ 
ently and without any questioning on my part. Subasic 
told me that Tito sent a cable to Churchill protesting 
vehemently against assistance rendered by the British 
to certain Chetniks in Switzerland and to other acts of 
assistance to Mihailovich. Subasic further informed me 
that Churchill sent to Tito a reply in which he rebuked 
him sharply for using arms and ammunition supplied by 
the British Government to fight the Yugoslav people 
instead of fighting the enemy. 

0 ™ 
William J. Donovan 
Director 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 


Since entering the Low Countries the Allied armies 
have continued to receive assistance from patriotic native 
groups of the same type which proved so valuable in France. 
The effectiveness of this resistance activity is attributable 
both to the zeal of the Belgians and the Dutch, and to the 
support provided through clandestine operations based in 
England. 

Responsibility for development of resistance in the 
Low Countries, as in France, was placed by SHAEF in Special 
Force Headquarters (SFHQ), an organization staffed Jointly by 
the Special Operations Branch of OSS/KTO and the British 
Special Operations Executive. Besides sending agents into 
enemy territory to establish liaison with patriot elements 
and guide them in organization, training, and operation, SFHQ 
directed aerial flights for delivery of personnel and materiel 
to the resistance groups, and maintained packing stations at 
which supplies were prepared for parachutage. 

From the beginning of the year until D-day the OSS side 
of SFHQ had dropped 54 tons of supplies and eight men to 
Belgian resistance groups. These operations, however, took a 
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relatively heavy toll of aircraft, and with the extreme urgency 
of the FFI supply problem there was a decline in deliveries 
to Belgium during June and July; but upon the passing of the 


crisis in France this trend was significantly reversed. Recent 
advice from SFHQ indicates that deliveries are now being made 
on a much larger scale than ever before. Moreover, supplies 
are being dropped by daylight: SFHQ has reported delivery of 
55 tons on 10 September and 44 tons on 16 September. 

Systematic sabotage of Belgian railways, waterways and 
telecommunications was initiated by secret military and civil¬ 
ian organizations following the SFHQ action signul on 8 June. 
Despite the deterioration of their position as re-supply 
operations dwindled during the summer, the Belgian resistance 



groups expended their available resources to good effect. 

After three months, they had made more than 1,100 rail cuts, 
derailed 80 trains and destroyed or damaged 800 railroad cars, 
176 locomotives, 79 railroad bridges, 35 pumping stations, 27 
watering points, 25 turntables and 15 signal boxes. During 
the same period they attacked the telecommunications system 
by severing more than 200 telephone lines and 100 cables and 
sabotaging 20 telephone exchanges, while on the waterways they 
destroyed or damaged 11 lock gates, 15 barges, three boats, 
and tv/o floating cranes. One operation which offers an inter¬ 
esting example was made possible by the location of 36 tank- 
cars in a railway tunnel believed to contain a German headquar¬ 


ters. Belgians loaded a locomotive and two cars with explosives 
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ana quicklime, then set them in motion down the track into 
the tunnel, where they collided with the tank-cars. The 
enemy made an extraordinary effort to extinguish the fire,, 
but it burned for more than three days. 

The functions of Belgian resistance were considerably 
altered by the arrival of the Allied armies. Coming into 
the open as an auxiliary force, thousands of Belgians served 
as guides and flank guards for U.S. and British columns and 
participated in mopping up overrun areas such as Hons, Namur, 
and Charleroi. In territory still held by the enemy, they 
prevented the demolition of bridges, port facilities and other 
installations of prospective usefulness to the Allied forces. 
The retreating Germans looted and burned Belgian homes and 
shot some of their Belgian prisoners, but there was no weaken¬ 
ing of the Belgians' determination to fight for the liberation 

i * 

of their country. * • 

In Holland resistance activity developed more slowly than 
in Belgium. For a considerable time SFHQ had lost contact 
with the Dutch, suspecting an enemy penetration of the Council 
for Resistance. In August, however, SFHl< dropped seven agents 
and 15 tons of supplies into various parts of Holland. Con¬ 
tact was made with resistance groups and instructions were 
given as to saootage objectives. As deliveries increased 
during September, the Dutcn attacked five rail lines in com¬ 
pliance with a request from SHAEF. A railroad strike was 
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begun upon a signal from London on 17 September, the day 
of the airborne invasion. 

A few days before, a special team including OSS person¬ 
nel had been dropped into Overijssel province to make contact 
with friendly elements and enlist their services in organiz¬ 
ing Dutch resistance. Four similar teams descended with the 
First Allied Airborne Army, one of them attached to Airborne 
*orce Headquarters and the other three to the First British 
and tne 82nd and 101st U.S. airborne divisions. Establish¬ 
ing contact with various Dutch resistance groups, these teams 
arranged coordination of activity and development of organiza¬ 
tion in accordance with the immediate requirements of the 
military situation. They also collected intelligence from 
tno PoP^ace, advised formation commanders concerning employ¬ 
ment of Dutch elements, identified members of resistance 
groups within Alliea lines, ana maintained liaison between 
the Airborne Force and SFH<i London. The team at Arnhem with 
the First British Airborne Division is reported missing as of 
26 September. An officer accompanying that team was last 
seen the preceding night, slightly wounded, on the north bank 
of the Rhine. 

The people of Holland have aided the Allied forces to 
the very limit of their capabilities. Resistance elements 
in the airhead have provided valuable tactical intelligence 
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not otherwise obtainable, besides acting as guides, guarding 
prisoners of war and rounding up collaborationists. Outside 
the airhead the Dutch harassed and delayed the enemy forces 
converging for counter-attack, with the railroad strike 
developing well, the yards at Hertogenbosche, west of the 
airhead, were said to have been destroyed by sabotage. Forty- 
odd miles behind the German lines, the special team in Over- 
ijasel province reported that an armed group of 200 men in 


the area of Zwolle was sabotaging rail lines every night, and 
highways leading out of Hengelo were blocked by trees which 
the Dutch had felled. In the harbor of Rotterdam a resistance 
group sank three blockshlps, using limpets requested and 
delivered for that specific purpose. Plans have been per¬ 
fected, in anticipation of an enemy withdrawal, for preserva¬ 
tion of bridges between Rotterdam and Dordrecht. On the basis 
of recent progress in supply and organisation, Dutch resistance 
may be expected to continue with undlalnishlng effectiveness. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

4 October 1944 



Miss Grace Tully 
White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I think the President will be interested 
in the attached report concerning conditions in 
Iraq. Will you kindly see that it reaches his 
desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincereiy # 

. \ William J. Donovan 

. . Director 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 



MAR 81974 


I believe that the following report from our 
representative in Baghdad on conditions in Iraq will 
be of interest to you: 

■This week group petition and newspaper activity 
was renewed, demanding that the Government permit the 
creation of political parties. There is strong minority 
support for this demand. It is contended that permis¬ 
sion to establish political parties was promised them 
in a speech from the Throne and that now, as usual in 
this country, any action is blocked. 

"Friday, September 29th: Additional resentment is 
being created among the Kurds by the arrests of former 
liaison officers. Delegations protesting such action 
have been dispatched to Minister Wahbi, but naturally 
discover that he is without power to aid them. 

"In Baghdad and in the north, certain Arab poli¬ 


ticians continue to issue unqualified statements, taking 
as their cue the rumor that 'when the war ends, the 
Russians plan to separate the Kurdistan Republic'. 
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Government spokesmen are taking advantage of this by 
refusing to expend any more Iraq □oney or effort on 
behalf of the Kurds. 

■Conditions of intrigue, corruption, fraud in 
examination and favoritism, bad even for Iraq, are being 
laid bare by the shake-up in the Ministry of Education. 

The Foreign Affairs Minister and the Minister of Justice 
are now involved and are in a rage against Alusi. Addi¬ 
tional heads may yet topple." 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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UiE8 Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25 t D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached memorandum concerning the resigna¬ 
tion of Cankar from Subasic's Cabinet. Will you 
please see that it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

rfiU 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

4 October 1944 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I believe you will find of interest the following 
report which we have just received from our representa¬ 
tive, Mr. Bernard Yarrow, concerning the resignation 
of Cankar, the Minister of Education, from Subasic's 
Cabinet. As you may know, Cankar is a Slovene who was 
formerly Yugoslav Minister to Canada: 

"Cankar, member of Subasic r s Cabinet, submitted 
his resignation this afternoon. He gave as reasons the 
fact that Subaaio did not succeed in obtaining Soviet 
Russia support and also the inadequate support so far 
given to Royal Yugoslav Government by British Foreign 
Office. Cankar expressed the opinion that the Clerical 
Party which he represents will wield greater power in 
Yugoslavia if he does not participate in Subasic's 
Cabinet. Cankar's colleague. Dr. Snoj, now in Slovenia, 
formerly a vehement foe of Tito declared himself 
yesterday in favor of the Partisans. 
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"Subasic refused to accept the resignation in an 
effort to avoid a crisis and will not disclose to anyone 
Cankar's attempt to get out of the Government." 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 



V, 


October 9, 1944. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

HON. HENRY MQROENTHAU, JR. 


FILES. 


TO READ AND RETURN FOR MY 

F.D.R. 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 
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4 October 1944 


Miss Grace Tully 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I should be much obliged if you will show 
the enclosed memorandum to the President. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 

Enclosure 
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MEMOHANUJM FOB THE PRESUffiJfr * 


You nay be interested in the following extract 
from a report on the "Capacity and Organization of the 
European Agricultural Machinery Industry with Special 
Reference to Germany". This report was prepared by the 
Research Branch of OSS. 


"1. The estimated pre-war annual output of the European 
agricultural machinery industry, excluding Russia, was 
$355,000,000 or about 75 percent of the value output of the 
United States agricultural machinery industry in 1939. 

Almost 60 percent of Europe*a agricultural machinery out¬ 
put, excluding Russia, was produced in Germany." 

"2. About 47 relatively large firms formed the nucleus 
of the German agricultural machinery industry. There were, 
however, 274 concerns which were members of the Fachgrupoe 
Landmaschinenbau . the compulsory trade association for the 
German agricultural machinery industry. The German agricul¬ 
tural machinery concerns were widely dispersed geographically 




and the majority of firms specialised in the production of 
particular types of agricultural machinery.■ 

*3. The industry in European countries other than 
Germany and the United Kingdom tended to specialize in the 
production of the lighter types of agricultural machinery. 
Sweden, for example, specialized in manufacturing cream 
separators and dairy equipment." 

’4. Except for tractors, Germany was the chief source 
of supply for agricultural machinery for the importing 
countries of continental Europe. France, Norway, Holland, 
Belgium, and Rumania were Germany's chief European customers." 

"5. German agricultural machinery manufacturers were 
unable to organize a strong cartel organization prior to 
the advent of the Nazi government. By 1936, however, cartel 
arrangements existed in fourteen of the more important 
branches of the industry. The state, moreover, conferred 
broad market-regulating powers upon the Facherupne Lanri^h 
iasabau. Manufacturers, acting through the Facherupne . were 



successful in asserting control over the dealers and 
distributors of agricultural machinery in Germany.■ 




■illiam J. Donovan 
Director 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 


4 October 1944 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I thought the President might be interested 
to see the enclosed summary of an article by 
Goebbels which was received from our representative 
in Bern. 


Sincerely yours, 



William J. Donovan 
Director 



9 October 1944 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDIHT 

I believe you may want to see the following summary of 
an article by Goebbels in Das Reich which was received recently 
from our representative in Berne: 

"The war has reached its dramatic climax. Any 
intensification of the enemy's effort against Germany 
is not only out of the question — the pressure cannot 
even be maintained at its present level very long. 
Germany has a good chance of coming out of the war 
favorably. A considerable reserve^ which we are mobiliz¬ 
ing, must be thrown in as soon as possible. It is a 
question of gaining time for the Allies as well, as 
the element of time is of decisive importance. Thus, 
the war has become a race for time. 

• "We must have a national effort which embraces and 

carries with it the whole German people. We know what 
we must do. Without fear or trembling, our soldiers must 
throw themselves against the enemy onsla u g ht at the 





frontiers of the Reich, and behind them the people 
must stand firm as one man, prepared for anything 
and resolved for every effort in human power. The 
enemy must know what to expect if he intends to carry 
on meter by meter. It is our sacred home soil which 
we have to defend today, and directly behind practically 
every front stand German villages and cities, where 
our wives and children live. They would be lost if 
we fell back. If they fell into enemy hands, nothing 
but hunger, misery, terror and brute force would await 
them. What wretches every one of us would be if we 
did not sacrifice everything to save them such a 
fate (sic). We must fight against that with every 
fiber of our bodies, imbued with such fanaticism 
for our cause and flaming hatred against our enemies. 

We will carry on this battle unafraid and steadfast. 
Whosoever loses his life in this battle will enter 
the living soul of his nation, which must and will 
endure for ever. 

■The enemy still underestimates the German people 


as he did at the outbreak of the war, but our 

faith in early victory is inalterable and can 
never be shaken." 



Ailliam J. Donovan 
Director 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 


4 October 1944 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I think the President will be in¬ 
terested in the attached memorandum, bill 
you please see that it is delivered to him? 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 


William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 
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5 October 1944 


ifcJIORnfJDUU FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I attach reports which we have 
received from our representatives abroad 
working closely with the Polish under¬ 
ground movement. 


William J. Donovan 
Director 
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* REPORTS CONCERNING POLAND 
1. General Zymierski, set up by Stalin as Commander- 


in -Chief of the Polish forces, does not have the confidence of 
the people of Poland. 

2. Many of the resistance leaders believe that 
Stalin has the following views with regard to the settlement 
of the Polish problem: 

a. By his delaying operations for the liberation 
of Poland, the leaders of the Polish Home Army will be 
destroyed by the Germans. This would free him from 
the necessity of liquidating or deporting them. 

b. By asserting that the Polish-Soviet con¬ 
troversy is a quarrel between the Polish Government 
in London and the Lublin Committee, Stalin is trying 
to foment a civil war in Poland between the "so called 
Committee of Polish Patriots" and the Poles of the 
Home Army, loyal to the Polish Government. 

c. The Polish people feel that Stalin is not 
sincere in his declaration regarding a strong and 
independent Poland and that the attack by the i-ublin 
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Committee on the Polish Government in London is 
arranged by Stalin to test the sincerity and strength 
of British and American support of the Polish Government 
in London. The necessity of showing to Stalin that 
there is no weakening of that support is stressed. 

The following is the full text of radio message 
received by Polish Government in London from the Home Council 
in Poland: 

"Sending following resolution Home Council of 
Ministers: The Council, without for time being con¬ 
sidering merits of matter due to lack necessary ele¬ 
ments and taking into consideration only actual im¬ 
portance which we see from outside, asserts that in 
matter of Commander-in-Chie^s dismissal it was not 
consulted at all despite the fact that from 7 to 22 
September there was sufficient time. Resolution of 
Council of Ministers London fills us with fear that 
it was adopted under pressure of foreign factors. 

This would be dangerous precedent. Allowing foreign 
press to examine matters concerning our authorities 
and personnel is compromising for Poland. Political 
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gain of insurrection which is most weighty factor 
has been entirely reduced by this also by matter of 
Coinmander-in-Chief. te also call attention to con¬ 
sequences which this whole matter may cause in ranks 
of army both abroad and at home. Signed Home Council 
of Ministers." 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. G. 

5 October 1944 



Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached report. Will you kindly see 
that it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 


Sincerely, 



William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

5 October 1944 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDEHT 



I believe that you will find of interest the following 


dispatch which we have received from our representative in 
Bucharest: 

"1. A ccording to a Rumanian industrialist and 
ex-Cabinet member in a position of great influence, there 
appears to be definite evidence of Soviet interference in 
the internal policies of Rumania. There are a number of 
political officers in Bucharest who address public meetings. 
Two newspapers are published in Rumania by the Russians, 
ostensibly for the Red Army, but naturally they can only 
be. understood by Rumanians. New members of the Communist 
Party are reported to be receiving certificates which permit 
the reclamation of confiscated radios. The Soviet radio 
'Rumania Libera' gives daily broadcasts from Russia in 
Rumanian and attacks Maniu and Dinu Bratianu. The source 


says that due to lack of arms, spare parts, repair facili¬ 
ties, and poor gasoline and machine gun ammunitions and 
bombs, the Russians have been undergoing many military 
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difficulties. Approximately one thousand Soviet pilots 
have been waiting about three weeks at Constanza for 
aircraft. 

"2. An American Officer saw a Japanese in the area 
of the Ploesti field on September 28th, although no one 
without Russian authorization is allowed in the area. 

The Soviets, as of September 28th, have taken over most 
of the Germans who had been captured by the Rumanians, 
but the Rumanian General Staff does not know the exact 
figures. 

"3. A member of the British Foreign Office who is 

attached to the Armistice Commission, has confirmed the 

* * 

fact that Stirbey is being put forward as,the sole possi¬ 
bility to head the government and that the governmental 
change will take place before October 15th. Another 
source who is probably the most influential industrialist 
and strongly pro-ally repeats that he has no regard what¬ 
soever for the current government due to their anti-Soviet 
sentiments and feels that their vacillation and refusal 
to recognize the inevitable has jeopardized the Rumanian 
position. Thus there is a need for a strong government 

DECLASSfflED XCOttJ 



- 3 - 



which would be headed by people that both the National 
Peasant leaders and Communists trust. The only one with 
enough prestige for the position is Stirbey. As a matter 
of fact, Maniu has been asked by the Communists if he 
would accept Stirbey. According to this source, Stirbey 
wants-free rein to choose ministers, ilaniu will have 
some say in the choice, but he can be steered away by 
Stirbey from the machine politicians of the Peasant Party. 

"4. According to Starcea, Patrascanu came to the 
palace, but demurred taking the official oath to the King. 
He claims that although he recognizes the monarchic 
principle, the Communists would misunderstand his taking 
of the official oath and his position with them would be 
in jeopardy. Starcea concludes from this that since a 
strong character would declare himself one way or another, 
Patrascanu is insincere and unreliable." 

■ dg ttttftar 

Director 
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Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached memorandum. Will you kindly see 
that it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

C 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF 8TRA1 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 


5 October 1944 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 


We have just received from our representative at Berne 
the following report which I think you may find of interest. 


■A good Swiss source says that south German units, 
mostly Catholics, are sent to the eastern front where they 
fight, fanatically believing in Bolshevist peril. All leave 
has been cancelled on the Eastern front. Against the Anglo- • 
Americans the Nazis send picked Aachen troops who are told 
that not the Russians but Britain and America are the most 
formidable enemies. Many workers in northern Germany greet 
each other with the password "SRGD" meaning Soviet Republic 
Grosse Deutschland . 

" The, N_eue_ Zeilangi. Berlin Correspondent . October 

1 reports: 

’German press featuring final stabilization of Western 
front after SS saved German divisions from complete disaster.* 
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writes: 


'The conception of terror which was to end the European 
war has proved erroneous. The enemy can no longer act on that 
basis but must improvise now. This prophecizes that an entire¬ 
ly new plan for the continuation of the strategy in Europe 
must be devised. More storms may come, but the recent develop¬ 
ments strengthen the hope that the defense is now broken and 
Germany's power will be decisive in the battles to come.' 

■A good local source reports fear and wide-spread dis¬ 
orders in Vienna. This unrest was prevalent during the week 
of September 17-23. Gestapo and SS were in force making 
numerous arrests and a reign of terror existed. Anti-Nazi 
movement in Vienna comprises 6,000 militarists, 4,000 more 
in the rest of Austria-organized in small groups. General 
upheaval is possible in 3-4 weeks. 

■The same source states that although the majority of 
Germans feel the war is lost, it would be a mistake to under¬ 
rate the power of the Hitler regime. This can hold out 
several months longer. 

■Not much credence should be placed in reports that the 




people, especially in south Germany, would fight the Anglo- 
Saxons. On the contrary, the Allied forces would be welcomed 
as liberators. Hitler and other Nazis have lost fate. Hitler 
jokes and severe criticism are common. One of the stories is 
that Hitler bought, or otherwise obtained, **** of Jewish 
origin. Another is that Ribbentrop's wife wears an ermine 
coat formerly the property of a Jewess. Another states that 
Dr. Ley is drunk all day long. Peo.-le know that Nazis have 
enriched themselves at the expense of Jews and opponents of 
the regime. They are building sumptuous homes and villas and 
estates. The day after Dr. Ley bought a big estate, he found 
a note on his door saying '^y, where did you get the money?' 
Ley then offered a reward of 3,000 Reichsmarks for the author 
of the note. Then the next day, he found another note on 
his door saying 'Ley, where did you get those 3,000 marks? ■ 
■Many would quit the party except for fear of the 
Gestapo. A revolt is growing even among the SS, many of 
whose members were recruited by force and have been unwilling 
witnesses of revolting dramas. The combing of the country 
for manpower has resulted in the employment of many inexperi- 



mum 

enced workers in factories who are much less efficient than 
foreign workers. Excellent relations prevail between Germans 
and foreign workers. The former upholding sabotage by the 
latter. The Germans are striving to break up the friendly 
relationships but mostly without success. When the Nazi regime 
collapses, those Germans opposed to the Nazis and the foreign 
workers will act together." 


i 




William J. Donovan 
Director 




OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

5 October 1944 



Mies Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Graoe: 

I would appreciate it if you would 
see that the attached neaorandua relative to 
aid in evacuating Poles fron Rumania reaches 
the attention of the President as soon as 
possible. 

Sincerely, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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WASHINGTON. D. C. 

5 October 1944 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 



The following message was received fro* our London 
office relative to aid in evacuating Polea from Busania: 

■Col. Gano, Director Intelligence Polish General 
Staff, London, urgently requests our help in getting 
out Rumania Poles including 3 officers who represented 
Polish intelligence Rumania in work against Germany. 

These men now in grave danger capture Soviet NEVD (sic), 
who reportedly already inquiring for some of them. 

Names and places of residence follow: Capt. Boleslav 
Ziemianski, Capt. Bronislaw Eljasiewicz, Col. Zadeusy 
Schaetzel, civilian Boouta Spiechowicz, civilian Doman 
Rogoyski. All these in Bucharest. Domoyski's address 
Toma Stelian 2. Also civilian Andrzej Schally, Bukavat 
22 Ccaiova. These men may be contacted through Swiderski, 
Polish YMCA director, Bucharest, also through British 
Col. Gibson, reportedly British SI man in Bucharest. 
Spiechowicz is son commanding general 1st Corps Polish 
Army. Shally is son general who is Polish Liaison with 
SHAEF. In Italy this matter known to General Anders, 


commanding 2nd Polish Aray Corps, also to Colonel 
Szymanski, American Liaison Officer to Anders. Col. 
Gano believes that evacuation of named Poles from 
Rumania may conceivably be affected by aircraft 15th 
Air Force if Bucharest operations still taking place.” 

We understand that the British have withdrawn pre¬ 
vious assent to evacuate then. We are also advised that 
the matter is being handled by AFHQ with its political ad¬ 
visers, and that a decision will be forthcoming shortly. 

We are notifying our representative in Bucharest 
that he should do nothing until policy has been determined. 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

5 October 1944 



Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace:_ 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached report. Will you please see 
that it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 


Sincerely, 

lilliaa J. Donovan 
Director 
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We here just received the following dispstoh fros 
our representative, Mr. Bernard Yarrow, concerning a cable 
which Subasio has received froa Stalin: 


•Tonight Subasic informed we that he received a 
cable directly froa Stalin in which Stalin stated 
that the National Ccaaittee of Liberation agreed to 
the Red Army’s entrance into Yugoslavia. 

•Stalin stated that the Red Army will liberate 
the Yugoslav people froa the yoke iaposed by the 
enemy. Stalin extended his best wishes to Subasio 
personally as the Prise Minister of Royal Yugoslav 
Government to cany out successfully the policies 
inaugurated by his government. 

Subasic asked that contents of cable froa Stalin 
to him not be wired to Washington because he has not 
informed the British about it." 

In view of the nature of this communication and the 
fact that the value of our informant might be seriously 
jeopardized, Mr. Yarrow has requested that contents of the 



2 


message not 1 m revealed. 


() 


William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

•6 October 1944 




Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the f^esident will be interested 
in the attached memorandum. Will you kindly see 
that it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

finJ 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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I believe that the following dispatph which we 
have just received from our counter-espionage sources 
in France will be of interest to you: 

"1. Government has no effective control over 
large sections of the population, primarily Paris 
suburbs, and southwest. Because of lack of confidence 
of subordinates in superiors and public’s lack of 
confidence in officials, there is little discipline 
in public offices, particularly police. Situation 
outwardly calm, but competent officials including 
Pelabon, now head of French Policement, admit they 
have no effective aeans to counter general disturb¬ 
ances. Independ policing by small groups widespread 
and is not brought under control. 

■2. Conversations with many people reveal desire 
to have American police protection. They have vague 
fear of impending chaos usually associated with 
Communism, although this is not fully articulated. 
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Palling and other government officials stated American 
protection imminent necessity. It is reported DeGaulle 
asked American troops be sent to Paris region and south 
west primarily for moral effect. 

"3. Situation is particularly serious in the 
Bordeaux-Toulouse area where complicated by presence of 
armed Spanish Republicans and Communistic groups. 

"4. Situation described not presently acute, but 
delicate with impossibility of determining way events 
will turn." 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 

6 October 1944 



Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached report. Will you kindly see 
that it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

fiiUL . 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

6 October 1944 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

We have just received from our representative 
in Bari the following dispatch concerning a meeting 
between the British and Greek resistance leaders: 

"A joint meeting was held near Bari, September 
27, of Zervas, Serafis, and the British, according 
to the latter. Since the reputed British plan is to 
have their forces that are now in Albania drive south, 
link up with Greek forces driving north, to cut Only 
roadway allowing Hun escape from Corfu, this seems 
significant." 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 


6 October 1944 


Miss Grace Tully 
The fchite House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: * • . 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached report. Will you kindly see that 
it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 


WiliiaiL J. Donovan 
Director 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

The following report from our representative, 

Hr. Bernard Yarrow, will, I believe, be of interest 
to you: 

• "Subasic is out of touch with present develop¬ 
ments in Yugoslavia. He has no direct contact with 
Tito and is perturbed about lack of support from the 
British to Royal Yugoslav Government. 

"Subasic lunched with Churchill on August 3 and 
asked him to provide two divisions to invade Yugoslavia, 
promising to capture Belgrade with assistance of Yugo¬ 
slav troops within short time. Churchill stated cannot 
spare two divisions but assured Subasic of -hole-hearted 
support. Before leaving for Quebec, Anthony Eden spoke 
to Subasic about moving government to Italy in antici¬ 
pation of liberation of Yugoslavia. Subasic heard no 
more about it and is mystified by British verbal promises 
of support and lack of any real backing. Subasic 
believes that British in concert with Soviets working 
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with Tito only, disregarding royal Government." 




William J. Donovan 
Director 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 

6 October 1944 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached report. Will you kindly see that 
it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 


Sincerely, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 


DICLASSIFIRD 
By Authority of 


_CjA_ 






Date. 



r * 

I 

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

6 October 1944 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDDfT 

I believe you will be interested in the following 
dispatches concerning the situation in Lithuania. These 
dispatches were sent to me by the Lithuanian Minister 
to London who received then from Stockholn for trans¬ 
mission to me: 

1. Pa^ed July 10. J,%4 
"Supreme Committee for Lithuania's Liberation 

report that Lithuania is on the edge of precipice as 
another Red invasion means extermination of our nation. 
In town of Svyriai (Svir) all Lithuanians have be$n mas¬ 
sacred. Committee entreat international aid and ask you 
to do your utmost to save Lithuanian nation. 

2. Dated J i^ly jl, 12 44 

t "Ten of our (Lithuanian) refugees state that 




German Civil Administration left Lithuania on July eighth 
after burning certain archives. Reds occupying Lithuanian 
localities shoot all Lithuanian patriots and employees 
of all institutions. Others aged fifteen to sixty-five 
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are being taken into the Red Army. Food taken from the 
farmers up to the last morsel. 

"Germans furious for active resistance during 
occupation do not alio* Lithuanian refugees to escape to 
Reich but Russian refugees are admitted freely. Western 
part of Lithuania overcrowded with Lithuanian and Russian 
refugees from Orel, Smolensk and Orsha. Lithuanians of 
western part of Lithuania are being taken by pressgangs 
to dig fortifications along German frontier. 

"Situation of our people is most desperate, they 
having no chance of escape since all boats are seized by 
the Germans. Hunger is already acute for refugee masses 
are devouring remaining food stocks and new harvest like 
clouds of locusts. Most of our troops who recently defied 
German attempts to disband them are hiding in forests 
and still fighting Germans with arms in hand. 

3. Dated Auguet 18. 1944 

"Over one hundred Lithuanian refugee farmers, 
intellectuals, fishermen and workmen have arrived in 
Sweden and more are expected. All of them state: 
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The NKVD (name used for the Soviet Security Police, 
former CHEKA and GPU) in occupied areas of Lithuania 
distribute questionnaires with five following questions: 

(1) Why did you stay in Lithuania when the Red 
Army retreated? 

(2) What did you do during German occupation? 

(3) How did you help Germans? 

(4) What sabotage did you organize? 

(5) Mention names of three saboteurs. 

"Questioned people receive summons: green summons 

for labor service, red summons for military service, white 
for deportation. Those receiving no summons are executed 
on the spot. Many people have been shot by machine guns 
or hand grenades in Vilna's and Utena's Squares. 

■Soviet officials threaten to exterminate all anti- 
Soviet elements before USA will be able to restore 
Lithuania's independence. Denunciation offices are being 
established everywhere. 

"Thousands of Lithuanians are fleeing Gernanywards.■ 

William 3. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

7 October 1944 



Mi58 Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached report. Will you kindly see 
that it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

fiuJL 

William J. Donovan 
Director 





7 October 1944 


memorandum for the president 



I believe you will be interested in the following 
cable which we have just received from our representa¬ 
tive, Mr. Bernard Yarrow, concerning Subasic's 
relations with the Soviet Government: 

■Subasic discussed with me on Sunday, October 1st, 
his experiences with the Soviet Government. Soon after 
Subasic assumed office as Prime Minister he sent a cable 
to Molotov expressing the hope that the Soviet Govern¬ 
ment will lend its support to the new government headed 
by him. Molotov answered that the Soviet Government’s 
cooperation and support will depend entirely upon whether 
or not Subasic will be able to come to an understanding 
and agreement with Tito. 

"After Subasic reached an agreement with Tito he 
sent another cable to Molotov expressing the wish to 
come to Moscow and discuss with him in person the 
Yugoslav situation and expressing the hope that his 
visit will improve the relationship between the Yugoslav 
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Government and Soviet Russia. Molotov sent a very 
cordial reply saying that Subasic's visit to Moscow 
will be welcome and that he leaves it to Subasic to set 
the date of his arrival in Moscow. Than Subasic sent 
a cable to Molotov stating that he would be in Moscow 
within eight days thereafter. After the lapse of seven 
days and the day before his contemplated departure, 
Molotov sent another cable to Subasic saying that he 
realizes the difficult tasks confronting Subasic in 
his new office and made the suggestion to postpone his 
trip. Molotov suggested no other date and clearly im¬ 
plied that the trip is to be postponed indefinitely. 

"A couple of weeks-ago Subasic had a very long 
talk with the Russian Ambassador, Lebedev. Subasic 
told him frankly that he is puzzled by Molotov's cable 
postponing indefinitely his trip to Moscow and told 
Lebedev that if the Soviet relies on Tito alone to get 
a picture of the Yugoslavian situation they will only 
see one side of the picture and not an objective view 
of the situation. He told Lebedev that the Soviet 
Government will burn its fingers by following only Tito's 

/ declassified 
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point of view, saying that the Yugoslav people are 
deeply religious and will not stand for the experiences 
that the Russians went through from 1918 to 1922. 
Lebedev was non-committal and evasive and Subasic could 
not get anywhere with him. 

"Subasic told me that contrary to the dispatch by 
Tass that the Red Army entered Yugoslavia with the 
consent of the Yugoslav Government, it is absolutely 
untrue and that the Soviet Government or Red Army never 
sought the consent of his government before entering 
Yugoslavia and he thinks that they asked Tito alone. 
Subasic toxd me that he regards Tito as a definitely 
Moscow man who will do only what Moscow tells him to 
do." 


D— 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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WASHINGTON. D.C. 
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Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached reports. Will you kindly see 
that they reach his desk. 

Thank you. 


Sincerely, 



William J. Donovan 
Director 




OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


7 October 1944 




MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I believe you will find of interest two 
reports which I am enclosing concerning 
developments in Estonia as a result of the 
Russian advance. 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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8«pt. 10, 1944 

Source: Head of Finnish Military 
DEVELOPMENTS IN rarp|j | Intelligence 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. (25) 


9 October 1944 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

Will you kindly hand the attached memorandum 
to the President. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC 

WASHINGTON. D.C. (25) 

9 October 1944 
MEMORANDUM FjR THE PRESIjfcNT 

I believe you will be interested in the following report 
which was forwarded by our intelligence team in Bucharest in 
reply to a cable which I sent several days ago, requesting the 
names of individuals in the Roumanian Government who might be 
included in a list of war criminals: 

"That question difficult to answer precisely for reason 
that Roumanians themselves cannot agree and iurther since names 
included would depend upon who ultimately prepared list. As 
previously advised, various official and unofficial persons 
are working independently on their own lists. 

"It is, however, generally agreed by Roumanians that pres¬ 
ent Government includes none of most guilty war criminals. 
Persons in Government most frequently mentioned.as war guilty 
were lesser lights and tools of Antonescu and the Germans as 

f 

well as certain generals who are said to be on Russian black¬ 
list because of their zealous and vigorous prosecution of 
campaigns against Russia. Generals most frequently mentioned 
are Racovitza, Minister of War and Potepenau, Minister of 



.'iational Defense, although both have .cany apologists and all 






agree that these two contributed very valuable even though 
lith hour support to the coup. Characteristic of non-military 
officials are Andonie, who is General Secretary of Ministry of 
National Economy, Negel, who is Minister of Justice and until 
recently served also as Minister of Supply; and Burchi under 
Antonescu who are reliably reported to have been important and 
effective instruments of German economic policy. Intelligent 
and well informed observers state that even though such men are 
not in a class with the Antonescus, there should be no place 
for them in a Government which should be all out in its prosecu¬ 
tion of the war against Germany. 

"In the near future, we are forwarding lists of the various 
categories of war criminals and collaborationists as well as 
dossiers on all members of present Government." 


iiilliam J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

10 October 1944 

JJiss Grace Tully 
The White Hcwse 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 

in the attached report. Will you kindly see 

that it reaches nis desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Will 

Director 
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10 October 1944 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 


The following dispatch which we have just received 
fron our representative, Mr. Bernard Yarrow, will, I 
believe, be of interest to you: 

"Saturday October 7 Churchill conferred with King 
Peter. The King telephoned Subasic from 10 Downing 
Street asking him to prepare a speech to be broadcast 
by the King upon liberation of Belgrade. Churchill 


wanted to see the speech by 5 P.M. The speech was 
prepared on time. Briefly, the King will congratulate 
people of Yugoslavia for bringing about their own 
liberation. He will thank Tito, Red Army, and American 
and British Allies for assistance rendered, and will 
appeal for unity. 


"Subasic believes Tito still in Serbia with troops, 


not in Moscow as rumored." 
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William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

10 October 1944 


Mies Grace Tully 
The White Houso 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attuohed report. Wili you kindly see that 
it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

fl'jU 

William J. Donovan 
Dii'ector 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

10 October 1944 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
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The following message which we have received from 
our representative in Bari will, I believe, be of 
interest to you as an indication of conditions in 
Yugoslavia: 

"Nationalist leaders Moslem and Serb are ignorant 
of fate Allies intend for them. Guerrilla war will 
continue to flare up, if they are abandoned to Partisan 
military subjection, ..ith much suffering. I think 
early cessation of Nationalist resistance can be had 
if the Allies will guarantee free elections after with¬ 
drawal of the Germans. Weak. German garrisons unattacked 
by the Partisans still hold Cacak, Pazega, Kraljevo and 
Uzice. South of Nis, Bulgar regular units with Serb 
Partisans still attack Nationalists and have reached 
Morava. From Kraljevo, Skoplje, German troops still 
move by night, not generally attacked by Partisans." 
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William J. Donovan 
Director 





OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 

10 October 1944 


Mies Grace Tuily 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached report. Sill you kindiy see 
that it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

10 October >1944 

UEUOhANDOU R)P THE ^RESIDENT ° 



* G have just received f^oa our representative in 
Bern the following report containing a summary of an 
article written on 5 October by the Berlin correspondent 
of the newspaper, La Suisse: 

"iith the occupation of certain German territory 
by the Anglo-Saxons, German military circles are begin¬ 
ning to talk about a partisan movement composed chiefly 
oi SS. It is said that an 5S general has already been 
designated to command these German partisans. 

"The SS paper BAS SCHwAifor, KoRFS writes about this 
organization today for the first time. It admits that 
the various Haquis in France, Russia, the Balkans and 
even Italy have caused the German military authorities 
a xot of trouble and inflicted losses. Their activity 
played an im ortant part in the strategy of the Allies. 
However, the German partisans will be a much more 
dangerous adversary for tne Anglo-Saxon invaders tnan 
the Balkan ^artisans are for the Germans now. The German 
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partisans will have the most modern arms and equipment 
and will be thoroughly prepared for this kind of war¬ 
fare. The Allied supremacy in tanks, planes and artil¬ 
lery will not be so effective against the German 
partisans as at the front today. 

"It is possible that the Allies may find some 
Germans are ready to assist them in the administration 
of occupied territory, but any such form of collabora¬ 
tion would n t last more than a month because the 
partisans would liquidate such collaborators as soon 
as possible, airdering them day and night in their • 
offices and their homes." 



William J. Donovan 
Director 




OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

10 October 1944 





Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached report, will you kindly see 
that it reaches ni& desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

V Alias J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

10 October 1944 
I&aDRaNLOM FOR THE PFESIDENT 

I believe you will be interested in the following 
report from our representative in Bern summarizing 
dispatches in two Swiss newspapers: 

Tribune ae Geneve. Berlin Correspondent^ 0£tober_2 

"There is much speculation in Berlin official and 
private circles, especially after the speeches of Churchill 
and Eden as to what Germany and Europe would have to 
expect in the event of unconditional surrender. Almost 
everybody is convinced that the conditions outlined by 
the British statesmen are so severe that no Germans could 
be found' who would reveal them to the German people, and 
guarantee their execution. Apparently the Allies aim at 
the complete destruction of the basis of German economy 
whether industrial or agricultural. 

"The repercussion of the German collapse on the rest 
of Europe, especially England, seems to afford a fertile 
field for discussion. iiot merely the economic structure 
of Europe but also that of Great Britain would be menaced 
and Eden said that England was far more de, enaent on 
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Europe than was generally thought. If the western powers 
decided to effect the proletariat ion of Germany, of 
throwing the country into chaos, the proletarization of 
Europe would necessarily follow. The repercussions of 
the decline of Gernan economy between 1918 and 1938 on 
the world economic structure are cited in example. The 
impoverishment of the Axis powers and their populations 
of more than 150,000,000 would certainly aflect all tne 
other European countries. It is argued in Berlin that 
the lowering of the standard of living in Central Europe, 
coupled with the destruction of so many European cities, 
might lead to the idea that the Soviet system offers the 
only solution. 

"••hat would happen to England in that event? The 
Nazis are certain that the Bolshevist economic plan would 
mean the end of England as a world power. Not only would 
the Empire lose a necessary market for its products but 
the new kind of Europe wou^d be a dangerous competitor 
for English merchandise elsewhere. The British Empire 
cannot meet its internal obligations without building its 
foreign trade to a higher level than beiore the war. 
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Under these circumstances, Berlin diplomatic circles 
believe that England's present policy is bound to lead 
to national catastrophe tantamout to suicide. 

"That policy goes back to the Entente Cordiale of 
1902,' and received a fresh stimulus after Munich. It 
is based n the fixed idea that Germany must be considered 
Public Enemy fri. It is necessary to compare the position 
of Eng.and today with that which existed at the time of 
the Russo-Japanese war, in order to understand now much 
that fixed idea has cost the British Empire already and - 
with all that Germany has not been destroyed. The opinion 
has been expressed in Berlin that England has been suffer¬ 
ing from a lack of political intelligence ior a long 
time. Even since the period preceding the first world' 

Aar this lack of perspicacity is equally evident in the 
false ideas of the British to discount the amount of 
material and moral resistance -hich Germany still had 
at its disposal. 

"These arguments are taken very seriously in well- 
ini oraed German circles, as they are based in part on 
fact and observations difficult for a foreigner to detect. 



Berlin is convinced that if Germany were to lose the 
*ar, there would be a definite swing to the left in 
Europe, and that the British psedo-liberal system would 
be powerless to do anytning effective to counteract the 
consequences of such a state of affairs. 



"The re; orts of the organization of a German Maquis 
are to be taken quite seriously as considerable progress 
has already been made in that direction. German and 
foreign correspondents in Berlin have been notified to be 
prepared to leave for southern Bavaria. Government 
officials know that they will be transferred to the neigh¬ 
borhood of Garoisch-Partenkirchen. Between Berchtesgaden 
and Garmisch considerable has been done to cjntrol tele¬ 
graphic and tele,honic communications. The heart of the 
German Maquis will be in the Salzaannertut, a rather 
inaccessible region where high maintains .rotect the main 
links. Hitler's residence might be termed the capital 
of the Obersalzberg, at the western end of Salzaannertut. 

A little farther on is tne Piatterhos where the Nazis have 
stored their archives underground. At Hainzk, across the 
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mountain range, is a surprisingly modern house belonging 
to Goering. A few kilometers farther on is Ribbentrop's 
chateau at Suschl near Salzberg. Fr..m Obersalberg as far 
as Weis and Szbyr are nothing but sait mines. This is 
the center of the German Maquis. In the mines are vast 
underground factories inaccessible and invuxnerable in 
their rocky depths. Barracks, supplies of food, ammunition, 
and materials are to be found in them. The chains start 
at the north Koanigsseb sait mines only 3 kilometers from 
Obersalzberg. Hitler and Himmler are fascinated by the 
great triumph of the French Maquis. They are determined 
that their onw shall be built in the Saizaannertut where 
the history of the Nazi resistance shall be written, in 
letters of blood at the crossroads, v,n the hills and in 
the valxeys, and the plains and particularly in those 
impenetrable, deep salt mines which they are already sneak¬ 
ing of among themselves as the 'salt mines of death 



william J. Donovan 
Director 
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11 October 1944 


JJias Grace Tully 
The Whits House 
Washington 25» D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 

in the attached report. Will you please see that 

it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

- William J. Donovan 
. Director 



_nrnnnr 

wKUnroi 



0 


/ 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

11 October 1944 


“■b 6 


UEWOFju'JDUM for the president 


ROASStfO OsS 

L. a UMi 8«. W» •»* W>) « (*> 

6/A oon^i-^ 


L.MAY -118Z4 


We have just received through our representative 
in Bern the following report from a reliable source 
inside Germany, concerning the characteristics of the 
German V-2 bomb: 

■A-4 is the designation applied to the V-2 bomb 
by the experts, but there are many conflicting reports 
concerning it. It is reported to be manufactured at 
Saint Galxen in Austria southeast of Steyr. The parts 
are assembled at MDW Uittel-Deutschen *erke) Harz (sic) 
and all buildings for this work are located beneath the 


earth. The most effective way to cripple this produc¬ 
tion would be to smash the lines for rail shipment. The 
weapon is claimed to be capable of a speed of 1 kilo¬ 
meter per second and to sustain itself in flight for a 
distance of 500 to 600 kilometers. It carries anywhere 
from 1 to 2 tons of explosive charges and has a weight 
of about 20 tons. It is not directed by remote control, 
however. The fuse is manufactured in iioertingen near 
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Augsburg. The boob is propelled from steel plates which 
are mounted on a movable track. The Germans are said 
to be all ready to employ the weapon in Norway. On 
October 3, a wire was sent by General Jodal to the 
Oberbefehlshaber in the nest that this is not a propi¬ 
tious time, politically, to launch these bomb6 against 
Paris, and no attack should be made in that region now. 
It is tne opinion of everyone that any talk of other 
so-named V weapons is mere propaganda, >r, at least if 
there are such bombs, they will not be ready for use 
till March or April of next year. If the V-l or V-2 
are directed by remote control they use a wave length 
frequency of 24 to 56 centimeters. Operations have been 
resumed at Peeneauende." 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached report. Will you kindly see that 
it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

(jlM 2 _ 

Williaa J. Donovan 
Director 
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JffiMORANDOU FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I believe you will be interested in the following 
report concerning a German attempt to make contact with 
the Russians. This report from an agent in Germany was 
forwarded to us by our Bern representative. 

"During the first part of last month Herr Kleist, 
the ministerial dirigent of ost ministeriua travelled 
to Stockholm as the agent of the top ranking officials, 
surely Ribbentrop or perhaps even Hitler, to attempt 
to make contact with the Russians. In Stockholm, the 
Russian botschuftsrat, Semeneof however undoubtedly 
served notice that this action was not suitable 
(abgewinnt). In spite of this, efforts are still being 
pushed along these same lines. They are now trying to 
work through Herr Dankwort of the German i-egation in 
Stockholm in an attempt to bring about closer contact. 

When Koecher was here he was questioned about the chances 
for him to get next to the Russians in a quiet way in 
Bern, but he too, said that this did not seem suitable 
(abgewinnt). Hitler has not entirely put aside the idea 
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of reaching an agreement with the U.S.S.R. He did, 
however, want some definite proposals to be made. Kieist 
can be identified by hi,s sunken chest; he is nearly 50 
years of age, about 180 centiaeters tall, dark eyes and 
hair, has a sallow complexion and long tapering fingers 
of a composer." 
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William J. Donovan 
Director 
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WASHINGTON. D. C. 

12 October 1944 


Mi£8 Grace Tully 
The White House • • 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President sill be 
interested in the attached report. Will 
you kindly see that it reaches his desk. 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 


Willlaa J. Donovan 
Director 
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We have just received from our representative in 
Bern the following report which I believe you will find 
of interest: 

Tribune de Geneve. Berlin Correspondent. Octu ber 2 

"New theories from Berlin: Berlin official circles 
agree, after studying Morgenthau*s and other plans, and 
British comment on them, that the post-war program elab¬ 
orated at Quebec was largely negative. They are convinced 
that the absence of a positive, constructive and reason¬ 
able post-war plan is beginning to cuuae some apprehension 
'in England, which is definitely interested in reaching 
this time a better solution of European problems than 
after ±918. England*s future is largely dependent on 
durable peace in Euro^. America and Russia are not so 
immediately interested in that. It is significant that 
it »as brought out in the House of Lords that while 
England has a fleet of 10 million tons, America has 30 
million tons, and that the Counciler of the Exchequer 
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took pains to outline the tremendous difficulties in , 
the economic field which England must face after a war 
which has really lasted 30 ye«rs. The mere cessation 
of hostilities willnot be enough. It is imperative that 
all causes of friction and conflict be eliminated once 
and for all. 

"The Governor of the Bank of England said 'Britain*s 
national debt when this war is over will be three times 
the burden which had to be carried after the last war. 

This huge debt can never be li-uidated unless there is a 
constructive peace insuring a prosperous Europe offering 
a fertile economic field.' 

"Important people in Berlin affect poor comprehension 
of England's problem. It seems that under the pressure 
of military events and their utterly unpredictable conse¬ 
quences, at least none of the political crowd are willing 
to listen to the voice of reason. It is regretted that 
the enemy peace plans and terms for the future so far 
published are not marked by that reason and moderation 
which are so rarely indeed shown by a conqueror. 


* 



■It is learned from a good source that the clashes 
between the Nazi Party cjid the Generals which followed 
July 20 have now been resolved. Hitler is now following 
the advice of the Generals and tney are in agreement with 
him concerning the prosecution of the war, even on the 
home front, without regard to the civilian population, 
or the terrible damage which must necessarily ensue. A 
scorched earth policy will be adopted. The civilians will 
be forcibly evacuated from all menaced areas. 

"However, this makeshift agreement dues not mean 
that these same Generals would not abandon Hitler tomorrow 
if they saw a chance of saving the Wehrmacht and its 
future. They feel they have some hope of a deal with the 
Russians. 

"Considerable progress is being made with the pre¬ 
paration for underground warfare in Germany after the 
armistice. The SS, Laval's Cilice, and the neo-Fascists 
are ,art of the organization. Special schools for the 
French -lilice exist at Heiburg and Stuttgart, instructing 
the men for underground work in France. All agents are 
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given false identity papers with names of many bombed 
out Germans who have lost all their papers. To test 
the scheme out, Himmler issued false papers to some 
thousand SS men and sent them all over Germany and occu¬ 
pied territory. Then the Gestapo were ordered to find 
them but not a single one was located." 



Director 
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13 Ootober 1944 


Hisa Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I think the President would be interested to 
see the enolosed summary of a recent German artiole 
concerning preparation for a German resistance movement 
whioh was forwarded to us by our representative in 
Switzerland. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

$ Cl-L 

William J. Donovan 
Director 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 





13 October 1944 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDE 


There follows a summary of an article which appeared . 
recently in "Das Schwarze Korps" and which was forwarded 
to the Washington office by the OSS representative in 
Switzerland. 

Meagjuerofa er Zeitung, Ber l in Correspondent. October 6 . 

Preparations for a German Maquis: It is evident 
from a recent article in Das Schwarze Koras . believed to 
have been inspired by Hialer, and from various other indica¬ 
tions, that the Nazi Party is in charge of the organization 
of a German partisan movement or People's War as it is called. 

It is of interact to follow developments in the 
German territory occupied by Allied troops. There are stories 
of American soldiers giving chocolate and biscuits to German 
civilians. This called for an earnest warning in the Koelnische 
Weitung against the offense of "candy propoganda" to win over 
unsuspecting German civilians. The paper writes: "The German 
people will not accept any gifts from the hands of murderers 
but will take such offers as a gross insult 







inhabitants iho reach out plaintively for the bait or who 
fail to teach their children what they should do will be 
called to order by the genuine German population as soon as 
our soil is again liberated in the interest of our National 
Cleanliness. Separatists and other unpatriotic rabble will 
be dealt with in the proper way too. There must be no filth 
or uncleanliness in our coma unities." 

Here is the last part of the startling article in 
D as Schwajz^ I^orps : "What does the enemy want coming into 
our country? They have proclaimed it countless times— the 
downfall of Germany, the end of our people, Bolshevization, 
slavery. Even this project cannot be completed in a day. 

It cannot force a whole nation against the wall, nor can it 
deport millions and millions all at once. It will mean a long 
time to do what it proposes, that is to say, to let us stew 
in our own juice--to starve us to death-destroy our industries- 
cripple our agriculture-banish our children. It would be 
exclusively an administrative pressure and our task is to 
prevent it. Whosever loses his life in this struggle will 
have died on a battle field. Whosoever loses his life as a 
traitor will have had his just desserts. But whosoever suffers 
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misery, pain and death will have suffered not as an innocent 
civilian, as the apostles of humanity like to say, but as a 
manly German suffering for his own country in his own way. 

We will have lived and suffered and died like a soldier- that 
others might live and he will have helped to gain the time 
which we need for victory." 
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Miss Grace Tuliy 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached report. Will you kindly see that 
it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 


William J. Donovan 
Director 
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I think you will be interested in the following 
report which we have received from our representative 
in Cuiro concerning conditions in Iran: 

"All negotiations regurding oil concessions will 
be suspended until the Armistice. This statement is 
to be submitted by the Iron Government to the three 
embassies on the 9th or 10th ol October. The Govern¬ 
ment has adopted this policy in order to avoid compli¬ 
ance with the Russian demands, accompanied by warnings, 
that Iran grant oil concessions in the entire north 
Iran area. It was the Soviet intontion also to trans¬ 
form this region into an industrial section using 
Russian schools and workers as instruments of conversion. 
The Russian attitude toward this move is a source of 
apprehension in the Iran Government." 


o. 


iilliam J. Donovan 
Director 
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WASHINGTON. D. C. 


13 October 1944 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I think the President would be interested 
in the enclosed report from our representative in 
Bucharest describing a conversation which he had on 
3 October with Prince Stirbey. rtould you kindly see 
that it reaches his desk? 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Am. 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 
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13 October 1944 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDQTT 


Ae have just received a report from our representative 
in Bucharest describing a conversation which he had on 3 
October with Prince Sitrbey. This report, which I beiieve 
you will find of interest, reads as follows: 


"According to Stirbey, he has heard more about his 
taking over the government from his friends and from the 
newspapers than from the heads of the political parties 
themselves. No approach has yet been made officially to 
him with regard to the possibility of his assuming control. 

He asserted he did not seek the job and that he would accept 
only under the following terms: 

"1. That the leaders of all the political parties 
should ask him to take control in such a way as to convince 
him that they would support him sincerely and honestly through¬ 
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"2. That a political armistice „ould be declared 
for 6 months, under a guarantee that parties would refrain 
from attacking one another during that period and work to¬ 
gether for the common cause. (It would take 6 months, 
according to Prince Stirbey, for the country to assume a 
normal condition so that democratic elections could take 
place.) 

*3. That he would be able to choose ministers 
freely and likewise the principal officials of government 
departments and that it would be understood that in addition 
to representatives of the various political parties, he 
would be able to place good administrators and capable 
business men in important posts, including men with no 
political*background at all. 

"4. That the 'V.ar Guilty' trials be handled in a 
judicial and orderly fashion. 

"£tirbey admitted having had talks with Communist 
Leaders. The Bussian Army has left his country estates 
alone and there are other signs which point to respect both 
to his person and his property, on the part of the Soviet 
Forces. Stirbey further claimed that almost all the members 







Of the present cabinet and that party leaders as well, agreed 
that a change in the government was necessary. The deadlock 
is due to the insistence on the part of the Communists that 
the government include such men as Tatarescu, former Prime 
Minister under King Carol, and Mihai Hralea, ex-Minister of 
Labor under Carol, who broke with Haniu in 1938 and is known 
as violently pro-Russian. Stirbey agrees with ilaniu to the 
extent that these upstarts and 'partyless leaders' have no 
place in the government. Patrascanu and other Communists 
insist on the inclusion of these men and continue violent 
attacks on the leaders of the 3 major political parties. 
Stirbey believes that Patrascanu's position is weak and 
that he is anxious to strengthen it by including men who 
would side ag-inst Petrescu, Maniu and Bratianu. No 
official approach has been made to Stirbey as yet. He 
(Patrascanu ?) feels Stirbey is not experienced enough as 
a politician to assume the job at this time, that he could 
not operate successfully as the head of a government during 
such trying times. Lugosienu feels Maniu would be more 
successful and believes he will ultimately be chosen for 
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"Stirbey feels that the Russians are quietly and 
unofficially building up the Communist Party. Apparently 
the party has plenty of money now, though bankrupt until 
very recently. With the support of the Russians and with 
the money they now possess, they can publish newspapers 
in quantities, while the old political parties can barely 
afford one newspaper each. The newsprint which two of 
the Communist papers use comes from stocks which the Russian 
Army confiscated. Stirbey said he had reached this con¬ 
clusion with reluctance, despite the asjurance from Russian 
Journalists and other Russians that llolotov was sincere 
in his declaration that Russia would guarantee the integrity 
of Roumanian Sovereignty and would not interfere internation¬ 
ally in Roumanian political affairs. 



William J. Donovan 
Director 
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Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I belive the President? will be interested 
in the attached report. Will you kindly see 
that it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
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William J. Donovan 
Director 
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'tfe have just received from our representative 
in Baghdad the following report concerning conditions 
in Iraq: 

"To date there has been no selection of the 
first Lebanese Minister to Iraq. However, the signs 
point to the appointment at an early date of Dr. A dil 
Arselan, formerly the Minister of Commerce in Beirut. 

"The determination of London to form a Jewish 
brigade, as announced over the radio, i6 causing ex¬ 
citement in Arab political circles here which is 
speedily becoming more heated. Since all the newspapers 
have been ordered to refrain from remarks, there has 
not as yet been any reaction from the people at large. 

As the shootings continue in Palestine, the anger of 
the Arab population here is becoming more and more 
violent at the Anglo-Americans for continuing their 
favored treatment of the Jews instead of punishing them. 
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"It is reported that the present Mutassarif of 
Mosul will soon be replaced by the lately expelled 
Minister Tahsin Ali. If true, this will constitute 
a very bad move and will be regarded as one more 
political insult to the Worth. 

"After they had been followed and placed under 
arrest here, two students of Roberts College, of 
prominent Iraq families, have confessed that they were 
working for the Germans as spies, operating out of 
Istanbul. At present they are being kept in the 
capital with a trial -for treason awaiting them." 

William J. Donovan > 

Director 
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Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached report. Will you please see 
that it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

william J. Don5V;ji 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

U October 19U 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDED 

I believe you will be interested in the following 
report which we have just received from our representa¬ 
tive, Mr. Bernard Yarrow: 

"Saw King today, October 10. He related to me 
his conversation with Churchill on October 7, before 
latter's departure for Moscow. Churchill said that he 
is dissatisfied with Tito's continuous non-cooperation, 
and will find new ways to bring pressure to bear upon 
him. He assured the King that he will discuss with 

Marshal Stalin the whole situation and will seek 

* • 

Stalin's assistance to exert his influence over Tito 
with thought of forming a single government upon 
liberation of Belgrade." 

lilliaa J. Donovan 
Director 
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14 Oetober 1944 


Miss Graoe Tullr 
Whits Bouss 
Washington, D. C, 

Dssp Grsest 


I think tho Proiidont would bo lntoroatod 
to ooo tbo onoloood r.port on *?olltleal Tondonoloo 
1» north.™ Italy*, and I .hould nuoh appr.ol.to It 
If you would show It to hla. 


Ekclosurs 


Slnosrsly, 

. A . j 

*11110. J. Donovan 
Dlrsotor 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
Researoh and Analysis Branoh 


FIELD MBKKAHEKM 36 (FP.-C6) _ 21 September 1944 

Rone, 2 September 1944 
POLmCAL TEXTOCIES IN HCBTHERW ITALY 

introduction 

Tho present report reproaonta a preliminary evaluation of tho anti- 
Faaoiat politioal ourronte prevalent in enemy-oooupiod Italy. It aoeka to 
analyse theae ourronta in term of thoir preaent influence and their poaai- 
ble role in the politioal reoonatltution of the oowtry. Ttoen tho great 
urban oentera of the north, auoh aa Turin, Milan, Genoa, Bologra, and Venice 
are liberated, the main politioal foroea found thoro will vitally affeot tho 
direction in which Italian polltlea will move, Thoy may well prove the do- 
toralning faotor in eventual oabinet ohangea aa well aa in tho deolaiona of tho 
oonatituont oaaembly whioh ia to frame the future Italian atate. 

Reporta from many aouroea continue to atrengthon the inpreaaion that 
the Ccmuniata, Chriatlan Docoorata, and the 6oollelata are the only parties 
which poaaeaa maaa aupport, though the Aetion party haa militant loadora in 
both tho Camitteos of Liberation and among tho partiaana. The Chriatlan 
Demoorata in the north aro generally conoodod to be oonaiderably more radloal 
than in the aouth, whioh moana that the real loadorahip of the antl-Fasolat 
movement la leftiat and that thla loadorahip will be in a position to streng¬ 
then its hold on the maases when tho area la frood. Admittodly, rolease 
frcsn Nasi and Ropublican-Faaoiat oppreaaion will omphaaiso anew tho differ¬ 
ence a botwoon tho throe mass parties, and will also mako posalblo a grootor 
degreo of organising aotivlty and propaganda on the part of othor partier 
whioh aro new inaotlvo in tho north or havo only a passive role in the re- 
alstanoo movement. But available information on conditions in tho north, 
whioh Allied oxperionoe os our armios novo up tho peninsula haa oonfirraod, 
leaves little question that tho great propondoranoo of organised politioal 
power will bo exeroised by the Loft, and that tho bonds whioh hold theae 
groups togothor will bo stronger than tho intorosta whioh would tend to 
separate them. 

Tho Cocpunlata . 

Of all tho anti-Fasoist parties, the Ccamunista are universally 
orodited with the moat effioient organisation and are acknowledged to be 
beat equipped for clandestine politioal warfare and other forma of realatanoe 
auoh oa sabotage. Moot Italian and foroign aourooa tend to agree that tho 
Ocrasunisto will have a very powerful position in the north, at least during 
the early days after liberation. Like the Socialists, their main strongholds 
are tho urban and industrial oentera, but evidence exists that their influence 

Thla memorandum oontains information forwarded by RAA personnel 
in the field. Beoauae of ito tiamly interest it la distributed 
prior to analysis and prooesslng, 
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is spreading In the rural ocnaunities, especially among the landless farm 
workers* The party is said to be exceptionally strong among the working olasses 
of Turin. In addition it occmands support in or around Genoa, Livorno, 
Alessandria, and Milan, as well as in oertain parts of the provinoos of 
Bergamo, Roggio Emilia, Porli, Ravenna, Ancona, and Posaro. Party leadors in 
Raae say they have 260,000 aotive followers in the north, in addition to 
whioh they oount on a considerable nvnber of sympathiters. 

Anong the partisan bands Conmmist prinaoy seons dearly established, 
some sources estimating that about 60 per oent of the bands are undor 
Communist control. While this does not moan that suoh bands oonsist entirely 
of Ccsnmvnicte, nor oven that the rank and file hove a very dear understand¬ 
ing of Conr.unist doctrine, it is obvious that thoy are susceptible to the kind 
of indoctrination which will keep then rnder Cosnunlst influence for some 
time after the war. Particular evidenoe of Cocuunlst, or leftist.. oontrd 
and Jnfluonoe among northern resistanoe groups is found in the agreement 
reached by representatives of the Ceosittee of National Liberation for northetti 
Italy with Tito's politloal organisation for cooperation in the fight against 
the Nasi-Fasoists in the Adriatio tone. The paot also provided for post¬ 
ponement of disoussion of the Italian-Yugoalav boundary and for a sort of 
looal autonomy in the disputed areas, with Italian or Yugoslav liberation com¬ 
mittees aoting as the looal administrative authority either seporate\y or 
jointly depending on the degree to whioh the two nationality groups are mixed 
in speolfio tones. It was also agreed to fora canaittees of "Working Class 
Unity" for support of tho military resistance'groups, for sabotage of the 
enemy's effort, a nd for greater unity of the working masses regardless of 
nationality or politios. The nature of this accord is strongly suggestivo of 
the unity and collaboration which characterise the program of the leftist 
parties in goneral, and of the Coanuniste in particular. 

The Socialists . 

The Socialist movement has long had deep roots in northern Italy, 
especially in the industrial regions of Lombardy, Piedmont, Liguria, and 
Emilia. Despite a oertain faotioue tendenoy and an excessive emphasis on 
pre-Fasoist techniques and slogans, and though looking the firm party dis¬ 
cipline of the CcnsBuniste, the northern Socialists play an important part 
in the resistanoe movement. Their leaders are in the forefront of the looal 
committees of liberation and in the central ocsamittee at Milan. In the 
latter oity they undoubtedly surpass all other parties in their influence and 
following, and even Togllattl ooncedes them a dominant position there. The 
party is also considered strong in such places as Bologna, Ferrara, Novara, 
and among the agricultural workers in Emilia and Romagna. Pietro Nenni, 

8ooialiet leador at Romo, estimates the party's aotive membership in the north 
at approximately 300,000, though this seens oxaggerated. In some plaoes, suoh 
as Turin and Floranoe, tho party seems scarcely distinguishable from the Com¬ 
munists. The two parties have generally acted together in promoting tho 
strikes of industrial workers at Genoa, Milan, and Turin during tho last 
oighteen months. The Sooialist clandestine press is reported to be exception- 
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•lly aotivo, publishing, in addition to tha Avantil, paper* for professional 
toohnleal, and olarioal worker* ( La Cltta Huova ), Tor the proletariate 
(Operoio), end for the patriot* ( H Fartiglano ). 

It is diffioult to aaaea* the rolative importance of the Socialist* 
in the partisan movomont, sinoe the politioal oolor of the band*, at least 
■uperfioially, *eema to derive frooi that of their leaders* Thoae, aooording 
to most reports, are ohiofly Coesaunist or Aotion party representativos* Some 
souroes, however, attribute to the Sooialiats a rolo among the partisans 
seoond only to that of tho Comunista, with perhaps 20 por oent of the bands 
under their oontrol* , . 

It seems probable that when direot and open oontaot is restored be¬ 
tween the Socialists of the north and tho national party leaders now in 
liboratod Italy, organisation will be strongthoned, polioy will be more 
clearly defined, and membership will inoreaso. The party possesses the ad¬ 
vantage of strong politioal tradition in Italy, and its membora aro likely 
to bo confirmed believers in party dootrine rather than ohanoe adhorents* 
Socialism in tho north, as elsewhere, has its dissident wings and faotions, 
but it may ovontually nttraot within its fold significant marginal groups 
frcsa both the Communists and tho Aotion party. 

The Christian Demoorats . 

Tho strength of the Christian Domoorats in the north is muoh more 
diffioult to estimate than that of the other mass parties. This is due to 
the laok of a well-knit Christian Demooratio party organisation, and to their 
more passive rolo in the underground reslstanoo movement. The Christian 
Domoorats depond largoly on tho surviving influonoo of the old Partito 
Popolare , and obtain oonsiderablo support from Church organisation* suoh as 
Aslono Cattolloa . As olaowhere in the oountry, their following is mainly 
among tho sinnll independent farmers and the strong Catholio olemonta of tho 
bourgeolsio, though they are reportod to bo making some local progress in 
organising the workers politioally in small factories in Vioonso and olso- 
whore. Party souroes at Remo olaim, and spokesmen for other partios oonoedo, 
that Christian Domooraoy has a very ocnsiderable following in Venetia, 

Emilia, uppor Lcmbardy, the Trentino, the Alto Adige, and Vioensa, and in 
rural seotion* of other northern provineos. It is estimated that tho party 
can oount on between two and three hundred thousand adherents now in the 
areas under German occupation, and on oonaidorably more whose sympathies will 
be with them when free politioal lifo oan be resumed. 

The significant foaturo about the party in the north is its radioal, 
leftist tendenoy, in narked oontrnst to the conservative orientation of the 
Christian Demoorats in the south. This tendenoy takes the form of collabora¬ 
tion with tho Socialists and Coaaunista, of a more pronounoed aversion to the 
monarohy and oortainly towards its present representatives, and of a doslre 
for sweeping social and eooncmio reforms in the field* of Industrial organisa¬ 
tion, land distribution and ownership, and the rights of labor. This attitude 
is one of the reasons why De Gasperi,✓Christian Demooratio leader in liberated 
Italy, sorupulously avoids taking a stand on the major politioal Issues of the 
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mount, and fait It neoaaaary to warn the Lieutenant General that he must 
not count on the party to back the nonarohy whon the time oaae to deoida the 
lnatltutional question. 

There la little Indication that tho Chrietlan Domoorata ploy an active 
part in the direction or control of the partisans, though they probably have 
a number of adherenta in aome of the banda. For the moat part, their ad¬ 
herent! are aaid to contribute to the reaiatanoo movement by providing food, 
ahelter, and informntion to patriot!, individually or in email groupa. 

Membera of tho lower olorgy and of monnetio ordora are aotivo in thia aonao, 
and there oan be littlo doubt that their behavior ia atrengthening tho in¬ 
fluence of tho party. 


The Action 


Moat reporta indioato that, while the Aotion party haa a number of 
vigoroua ropreaentativoa in auoh oentora aa Milan, Venioe, Bologna, Florenoe, 
and Genoa, it haa not yet boon ablo to attraot much of a popular following. 
Though undoubtedly in tho forefront of tho militant anti-Fnaoiat forooa In 
the north, Aotion party lcadera apparently have difficulty in mobiliiing 
the profeaaional and ir.telleotual olaaaea and other oatogoriea of the 
bourgeoiaie to whom they believe their program ahould logioally appeal. 

The Aotion party finda ite ohief role in the field of aotive 
guidanoe and organiaction of partiaan warfare. At Milan one of ita repre¬ 
sentative! shares with a Communist leader the supreme military oconand of the 
Italian reaiatanoe movement. Thia work la olosely tied in with that of the 
Milan Comal ttoe of Liboration, the moat important of auoh oomaittoea in tho 
north. Allowing for the differences in reports from various aouroea, it 
appears that tho Aotion party oontrola or guides the activity of between 
16 and 20 per oont of the patriot bands. Thoir influence la bolieved to 
bo Important in Piedmont, Vonetia, and the Romagna, and perhapa to a leaser 
extent in Lombardy. Several souroos oredlt thorn with a loading role in tho 
partiaan movement’ In Tuaoany, eapeoially among tho bands rooontly operating 
in and around Florenoe. 


A gonoroua estimato plaoea the msabor of aotivo Aotion party 
supporters in the north at about 100 , 000 , but thia following does not aoom 
nearly so hcoogoneous as that of tho throe "maaa" parties, and it may not 
hold together onoo tho oomonting foroo of the oenmon reaiatanoo against the 
Naai-Faaoiata ia no longer operative. When northern Italy is liboratod and 
open political aotlvity la possible, tho position of tho Aotion party may 
bo considerably weakened unloss it is able to resolve tho internal oonfliot 
between the conservative and radioal wings in the party directorate, and to 
produce a program with a broador appeal.. iAt present ropublloaniam is the 
only olear goal of the party, the rest of ita program looking the oonaiatenoy 
neoaaaary to give the party real atability aftor the war. 

Other Parties. 


Of the other part lea in the a ix-party coalition,' the only one with 
traditions and roots in acne porta of tho north la tho Liberal Party. To tho 
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Mtent that they are organ! ted, thoir chief strength is in Piedmont 

T h “ r ” th# 0f 0ld 01olltti " n P-°“P« peril.t*. Though 

th. Liberal. or. generally repre.ented an the oamlttee. of liberation; 
their role 1. a pe..lre one. Mention 1. hu-dly over node of their pl.ym. ■ 

“ •e'ire part ln th. ad lit ary re.l.tano. of th. p.rtl.an.. IhouL, t£y * 

•J* 1 *' ■}";“* f .’, 1 i^ ,in f h “ 0n * th ” “<« the buolne.i aTprofo..lonal 

It •««“• likely that at prelent thli roproeent. ooro a hope than a 
reality. The party la publlahlng olande.tlno Journal, in auoh oitu. a. 

Vonloe. Genoa, Milan, and Padua, though their olroulatlon oonnot bo a.oer- 
tllBidi 


4. 1UO ^ D ® B0 ?^ a ^ 0 U ^° r “ nawoooor In southern and central Italy, 

l y I 1 ? * 11 ri n !r n ln th ° DOrth and oanaot 1,0 regarded aa a serious 
political footor. If the oasos of reoently-liberated Siena and Perugia 
are typio 1 , it probably is not evon represented on most of the northern 
liberation. In Siena the Labor Democrat members were only 

l oft !r *5* olty waB frood hy tho Alli *»# 

Perugia tho sixth seat on tho Ccwitteo was oooupiod by a membor of the 
Republican party. J 

, 4A4 , Th ® Ropubllr * n P^rty. "blob constitutes a revival of a pre-Fasoiat 
political current began to organise in the period after Mussolini's fell. 
Though fairly insignifioant in the south. It appears to hare more support in 
Roa» and is reported to show seno strongth ln Vonotia (TreTiso and Monto- 

oliirt? ™. Roofl8 ”“* Xt flnda a following among farmers, lower middle 
olass olemonts, artisans, and workers. Whoro Aetion Party influenee la 
strong tho Ropublioon party is less ln evidonoo, sinoo both partios havo 
muoh oommon. Since tho direotion of partisan activities is so olosely 
correlated with tho ocnalttees of national liberation, and the Ropublioon 
party does not havo a plaoo on moat of these, its oonneotion with the 
patriots is somewhat obsoure. It probably has sooo adherents ln the bands 
mZdtM.'oOo! ° Xtr0ffioly doubtful ^ the active membership of this party 


Monarchist and Badogllo Or pups . 

There oan be no doubt that pro-monarohioal olenents exist ln the 
north among oonsenratire groups, and will be in a position to express them¬ 
selves politically when the territory is freed. There is no indication that 
they are now providing any sort of ootire anti-Fasoist leadership in the 
urban oonters. On the other hand, there is ovidonoe of a deolded monarohlet 
coloring among those partisan groups in which regular army or navy officers 
have assumed the leadership. This is particularly true in groups composed 
largely of ex-servioe men such as the Bersaglieri and tho Alpini. Tho 
monarchism of such groups is said to be of a moderate oharaoter. and army or 
navy offioers or ex-soldiers, where thoy form parts of patriot bands, are 
gladly aooepted by other political olements because their efforts are primarily 
the expression of a patriotic spirit and the desire to free the country from 
the .,eraana. In oertein areas, also, there ore said to be small bands whioh 
were activated by Badoglio when he was head of the government. Reoent reports 
indicoto that such groups have rooently boon aotivo- abovo Florenoe and in the 
frontier districts of Piaoonta and Liguria. These bands must also be oonsidored 
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as monarchist in oharaoter, but thera is littla ground for believing that 
they are manorous or widespread. In general it seams evident that mon¬ 
archist influence in the military resistanoe movement is not suoh as to warrant 
the supposition that it oan build a siseable following in the north on the 
basis of anti-Pasoist aotivity. 


Other Trends. 


The residual elements of Pasoism will no doubt split into their 
ocmponent parts - conservative landowners, bankers, and industrialists, 
who willingly aoquiesoed in Pasoism, and oaroerist politicians, who em¬ 
braced Fascism as a profession. The former will very likely drift into the 
ranks of the party or parties furthest to the right. Some of the latter, who 
have recently sought to rovi70 under the "Sooial Republio" the radioal, neo- 
socialistic principles which Fasoism proclaimed in its earliest days, may 
find it possible to make a transition to tho extreme left, perhaps to the 
Consaunists. The extent of this movement will of oourse be limited by 
polioe measures against the more compromised of these elements, eopooially 
those who collaborated with the Nasis. 


The great raossos of politically inartioulate poople, ospeoially 
among the peasants, will tond to follow along with whatevor party or parties 
have the greatest anti-Fasoist prestige and/or the strongest pre-Fasoist 
tradition in thoir issnodiato looality. 

Conclusion 


Among tho anti-Fasoist parties it Boons dear that leadership and 
popular support belong to tho Cocnunists, Socialists, and the Christian 
Democrats, and that tho Aotion party has leadership but laoks a mass 
following. The throe "mass" parties now olaira, betweon them, about 800,000 
active adherents or sympathisers in tho north. When freo politioal lifo is 
rosuned thoy will probably onlist tho support of nnny tens of thousands more, 
Whatovor enduring support the Aotion party may retain will probably serve to 
aooontuate this leftward trend. It is too early to Judgo how far to tho 
left the Christian Democrats will romain when they ere able to olerify their 
position after liberation. A factor which will tond to emphasise the leftist 
tendenoios of the northern wing of tho party is the collaboration in liber¬ 
ated Italy with the Socialists and Communists in the General Italian Con¬ 
federation of I/ibor (COIL). This organisation has good prospeots for play¬ 
ing the leading role among the working nassos of the north. 


The politioal temper of the north is in the nature of things more 
militantly anti-Nasi and anti-Fasoist, store radioal, more anti-monorohioal, 
and more unoempromising than that of any other port of the oountry. Despite 
some evidenoe that republicanism has fallen into temporary disrepute among 
oortein groups in tho north because of tho detested Fasoist example, it is 
doubtful whether the masses havo ever rogarded Mussolini»s sooial republio 
as anything but a distorted mockery. The representatives of the monarchy, 
if not the institution itself, are believed to be thoroughly discredited, 
so that a reaction against the Fasoist ropublic is not likely to stimulate 
a strong pro-monarchist movement. 
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TThon auoh olties aa Milan and Turin are frood thore will b« atrong 
and probably irrosiatiblo proaauro for Ohangea In the Italian oabinot In a 
leftiat direotion. Thia will probably bo accompanied by lnalatent domanda 
for further relaxation of Allied Controls,and greatly Increased independence 
of aotlon by Italian authorities* The collaboration of the three "mis a" 
partlea will strongly influenoe tha nature and the aotlon* of the CQnetituent 
Assembly. It la too much to say that these "mass” partloa will remain aa 
oloaely united aa at present or will permanently dominato tho politloal seene 
in Italy, but thoy will oertoinly be the main politloal foroea during the 
period imodiately following the war* It will probably require cone time 
before any real oontor party with a rigorous demoofatio program oould take 
shape one r.ttraot significant nunbers of people who wero unwilling to aooept 
either Marxism, a Cat.i:llo political program, or a oonaerratlre solution to 
Italy*a p-tbloma* 
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14 October 1944 


Hiss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached report. Will you please see 
that it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 


Sincerely, 

William J.Donovan 
Director 


DBCLAea 


IJMI 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

H October 1944 

1 os2, 

tfEJAGRANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I believe that the following report which we have 
just received from our representative in Bucharest will 
be of interest to you: 

"Starcea advises that the situation is more critical 
now than at any other time since the coup. The different 
political factions in the government are bickering while 
the country is falling apart. He said that in spite of 
the fact that the King wants to stay out of politics, 
it may be necessary for him to interfere and take deci¬ 
sive action to form a strong government. Two more 
observers agree that this government impasse will not 
stop until King or the Russians act decisively. It is 
believed that Starcea may be influencing King to act. 

"An American Air Force Colonel motored from 
Bucharest to Craiova and back on October 1-2. He 
reports that peasants in the villages and the city 
inhabitants seem to have enough food. 
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"Two American Officers who went to Brasov from 
Bucharest on October 3-4 reported the Brasov stores 
to be well-stocked and the city prosperous. Russian 
mounted military police and troops were in the town 
but not in the stores. Everybody seemed to behave 
well, and the general impression was of quiet and 
order. 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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Lias Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached report. Will you please see that 
it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 


Sincerely, 


fiUuL ■ 

William J. Donovan 
Direotor 
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MEMORANDUM FOE THE PRESIDENT 
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I believe that the following report which we 
have just received from our representative Ur. Bernard 
Yarrow will be of interest to you: 

"General Velebeit, who for many months 
refused to meet King Peter, requested on 

II October an audience with King. He said 
that as representative of National Army 

of Liberation he must before departing with 
Subasic pay his rtspecti to King. The meet¬ 
ing will take place on 12 October at 5 P.M. 

"Cankar's resignation was accepted by 
Subasic. No new Minister will be appointed 
by Subasic for the present." 

Another dispatch which we have recently received 
from Mr. Yarrow describes a conversation which he 
held with President Benes, Smutny and Masaryk: 
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"I lunched on 11 October with President 
Benes, Chief of his cabinet Smutny. liasaryk 
joined us later. Benes discussed at length 
the Polish situation and the impracticability 
of a Danubian confederation. He also gave an 
outline of. his conversation with fctalin re¬ 
garding Poland." 


Ham^K^oi^van 


William 

Director 
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16 October 1944 


Miaa Grace Tully 
The White Uouae 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Graoe: 

Will you pleaae hand the at¬ 
tached memorandum to the Preaident? 

Thank you. 

Sinoerely, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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2 October I 944 


Miss Grace Tally • 

White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

* • 

till you kindly hand the attached memorandum 
to the President. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

• • {4ju - 

William J. Donovan 

• Director 
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You nay be interested to see the following aunmary of a 
letter dated 22 Septeaber 1944, which was received by an OSS 
representative from^^^^^m^ The letter contains 
observations on members of the new Bulgarian Cabinet, several 
of whom are known personally who was formerly 

a member of the Supreme Economic Council in Bulgaria and of 
the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce: 

"The character of the new Bulgarian Cabinet is leftist, 
but not Communist. The most influential member is the War 
Minister, Damian Velchev, for many years Chief of the Military 
College at Sofia. The Minister President, Eimon Georgiev, and 
the Minister of Propaganda, Dimo Kazassov, are friends of his, 
and the three represent the political group of Zveno in the 
Cabinet. All three are honest and incorruptible. They are 
strongly anti-German and in favor of a federation with 
Yugoslavia; they are anti-Comnunist, but in favor of an under¬ 


standing with Russia. * 

is well acquainted with these men and is therefore 
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in a position to know what their ideas are. For the same reason 
he can speak with regard to two other Cabinet members, Dimitr 
Neikov and Grigor Cheshmedgiev, who are representatives of the 
Independent Social Democrats. At one time they were members of 
the Second Socialistic International and were opposed to 
Bolshevism. They are now strongly democratic and in favor of 
a federation of the Balkan states." 

"Two other members of the Cabinet who are pro-democratic 
and anti-Communist are Professor Petko Stainov and Professor 
Petko Stojanov. The former was once a member of the Democratic 
Union, but became associated with the Zveno group after the 
revolt of 1934* The latter once belonged to the P.adical 
Democratic Party. Of the other Cabinet members, two are known 
as Communists with connections in Moscow: Minister of the 
Interior Anton Jugov, and Neichev." 

"The Cabinet is supported by the Left Farmers Party, 
which is represented by Nicolai Petkov, Bumb&rov, and Derjanski. 
These men are said to be democrats and friendly to the United 
Nations." 

"The Cabinet is democratic in nature and intends to 
liquidate quickly the Fascist and pro-£erman elements in the 
country, and then give the people a chance to form their 
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own government. _ believes that the Minister President is 

sincere in this intention." 

■In the approaching elections, there may well be a bitter 
fight between the democratic and the pro-Bolshevik elements, 
but believes that the former will prevail with a large 

majority. This will be certain if the Bight Agrarian Party, 
whose leader is Gichev, is represented in the Cabinet. In any 
event, believes it is sure that the large majority of 

the people will favor a federation with Yugoslavia. 


William J. Donovan 
Director 
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16 October 19U 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President .ill be interested 
in the attached report. Will you kind.y see 
that it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I believe that you will find of interest the 
following report which we have received from our 
representative in Bern: 

"The Swiss press publishes a report from Chiaeso 
of a new military revolt in Germany under high 
Wehrmacht officers. There is no confirmation of 
this report. 

"A report by the Budapest correspondent of the 
Neue Zuercher Zeitung on October 9 says that there is 
great alarm among the Swiss colony in Budapest but no 


general evacuation as yet contemplated. 

"The same paper reports a Sofia broadcast on 
October 6 by two former Hungarian diplomats announcing 
that three Hungarians in Bulgaria forced a rCTOH j 

Society and a KlaPKA Committee named after Polish I 

Generals who fought for Hungary's liberty against 
Austria in 1848. The paper said that all Hungarian 
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diplomats in free countries broke with the Quisling 
Budapest government when the Germans occupied Hungary 
and are in contact with the United Nations. 



William J. Donovan 
Director 





